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EXTRACTS  FROM  BRADFORD’S  HISTORY 
OF  PLYMOUTH  PLANTATION. 

This  number  contains  extracts  from  Governor  William  Bradford’s 
■well-known  account  of  the  founding  of  Plymouth  and  also-a  few  para- 
graphs from  Bradford’s  and  Winslow’s  Jourjial,  which  was  taken  back  to 
England  on  the  “ Mayflower  ” and  printed  with  a prefatory  note  signed  by 
S.  Mourt;  from  this  latter  circumstance  it  is  generally  cited  as 
“ Mount’s  Relation,”  The  extracts  from  the  Histojy  are  printed  word 
for  word  and  point  for  point  from  the  fac-simile  edition  recently  issued 
in  England  with  an  introduction  by  Mr.  Doyle,  the  accurate  and 
scholarly  English  student  of  American  history ; the  extracts  from 
“ Mourt  ” are  printed  from  Young’s  Chronicles  of  the  Pilgrims.  The 
Bradford  manuscript  is  preserved  in  the  Bishop  of  London’s  palace  at 
Fulham.  The  material  printed  in  this  number  of  Xho.  Leaflets  contains 
all  the  contemporaneous  evidence  as  to  the  doings  of  the  Pilgrims  on 
“ Forefather’s  Day.”  The  facts  concerning  its  history  and  references 
giving  information  as  to  the  founding  of  Plymouth  may  be  found  in 
C banning  and  Hart’s  Gitide  to  American  History^  §§  rii-113. 


Of  Plimoth  Plantation. 

I.  Chapter. 

So  many  therefore  (of  these  proffessors)  as  saw  ye  euill  of 
these  things  (in  thes  parts)  And  whose  harts  ye  Lord  had 
touched  wth  heauenly  zeale  for  his  trueth ; they  shooke  of 
this  yoake  of  Anti  Christian  bondage.  And  as  ye  Lords  free 
people,  loyned  them  selues  (by  a Couenant  of  the  Lord)  into 
a church  estate,  In  ye  felowship  of  ye  Gospell  to  walke  in  all 
his  wayes,  made  known,  or  to  be  made  known  vnto  them 
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(according  to  their  i^est  endeaours)  whatsoeuer  it  should  cost 
them,  the  Lord  assrsJng  them.  And  that  it  cost  them  some- 
thing this  ensewing  historie  will"  declare. 

Tliese  [people  becan.^,  2.  distincte  bodys,  or  clrurches  ; & in 
regarde  of  distance  of  place  did  congregate  seuerally;  for 
they  were  of  sundrie  townes  & vilages,  some  in  Notingam- 
shire,  some  of  Lincollinshire  and  some  of  Yorkshire,  wher 
they  border  nearest  toge.qther.  In  one  of  these  churches 
(besids  others  of  note)  was  M:*.  lohn  Smith,  a man  of  able 
gifts,  and  a good  preacher  ; who  after  wards  was  chosen  their 
pastor.  But  these  afterwards  fallii^g  into  some  errours  in  ye 
Low  Countries,  ther  (for  ye  most  part)  buried  them  selues,  & 
their  names. 

But  in  this  other  church  (wch  must  be  ye  subjecte  of  our  dis- 
course) besids  other  worthy  men,  was  mr  Richard  Clifton  a 
graue  & Reverend  preacher  ; who  by  his  paines  & dilligens 
had  done  much  good,  and  vnder  god  had  ben  a means  of  ye 
conuersion  of  many.  And  also  that  famous  and  worthy  man 
mr  lohn  Robinson,  who  affterwards  was  their  pastor  for 
many  years,  till  ye  Lord  tooke  him  away  by  death.  Also 
mr  William  Brewster,  a reuerent  man,  who  afterwards  was 
chosen  an  Elder  of  ye  church  and  liued  with  them  till  old 
age. 

But  after  these  things;  they  could  not  long  continue  in  any 
peacable  condition  ; buPu’ere  Bunted,  & persecuted  on  euery 
side,  so  as  their  former  afflictions  were  but  as  flea-bitings  in 
comparison  of  these  which  now  came  vpon  them.  For  some 
were  taken,  &:  clapt  up  imprison,  others  had  their  houses  be- 
sett  & watcht  night  and  day,  «&:  hardly  escaped  their  hands ; 
and  ye  most  were  faine  to  flie,  & leaue  their  howses  & 
habitations,  and  the  means  of  their  liuelehood.  Yet  these  & 
many  other  sharper  things  which  affterward  befell  them, 
were  no  other  then  they  looked  for,  and  therefore  were  ye 
better  prepared  to  bear  them  by  ye  assistance  of  Gods  grace 
& spirite.  Yet  seeing  them  selues  thus  molested  and  that 
ther  was  no  hope  of  their  continuance  ther  by  a joynte  con- 
sente  they  resolued  to  goe  into  ye  Low-countries  wher  they 
heard  was  freedome  of  Religion  for  all  men ; as  also  how 
sundrie  from  London,  & other  parts  of  ye  Land  had  been 
exiled,  & persecuted  for  ye  same  cause,  & were  gone  thither, 
and  liued  at  Amsterdam,  & in  other  places  of  ye  Land.  So 
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affter  they  had  continued  togeither  aboiite  a year,  and  kept 
their  meetings  euery  Sabolh,  in  one  place,  or  other,  exercis- 
ing the  worship  of  God  amongst  them  seines,  notwithstand- 
inge  all  ye  dilligence  & malice  of  their  aduerssaries  ; they  see- 
ing they  could  no  longer  continue  in  yt  condition,  they 
resolued  to  get  oner  into  Holland  ,as  they  could.  Which 
was  in  ye  year  1607.  & 1608.  of  which  more  at  large  in  ye 
next  chap 


2 Chap. 

Of  their  departure  into  Holland  and  their  troubles  ther  aboute,  with 
some  of  ye  many  difficulties  they  found  and  mete  with  all. 

Ano  1608. 

Being  thus  constrained  to  leaue  their  natiue  soyle  and 
Countrie,  their  Lands  & Linings,  and  all  their  freinds  & 
famillier  acquaintance,  it  was  much  ; and  thought  maruelous 
by  many.  But  to  goe  into  a cuntrie  they  knew  not  (but  by 
hearsay)  wher  they  must  learne  a new  language,  and  get 
their  livings  they  knew  not  how,  It  being  a dear  place,  & 
subjecte  to  ye  misseries  of  warr.  It  was  by  many  thought 
an  aduenture  almost  desperate,  a case  Intolerable,  & a 
misserie  worse  then  death.  Espetialy  seeing  they  were  not 
aquainted  with  trads,  nor  traffique  (by  which  yt  countrie  doth 
subsiste)  but  had  only  been  vsed  to  a plaine  countrie  life,  & 
ye  Inocente  trade  of  husbandrey.  But  these  things  did  not  dis- 
may them  (though  they  did  some  times  trouble  them)  for  their 
desires  were  sett  on  the  ye  ways  of  god,  ^ to  Injoye  his  ordin- 
ances, but  they  rested  on  his  prouidence,  & knew  whom  they 
had  beleeued.  yet  this  was  not  all,  for  though.  Lhe^y.  could 
not  stay,  yet  were  ye  not  suffered  to  goe,  but  ye  ports  & 
hauens  were  sjiut  ag^ainst^thein^;  so  as  they  were  faine  to 
\^eeke  secrete  means  of  conueance,  & to  bribe,  & fee  ye  mar- 
iners, & giue  exterordinarie  rates  for  their  passages.  And 
yet  were  they  of[t]en  times  betrayed  (many  of  them)  and 
both  they,  & their  goods  Intercepted  & surprised,  and  therby 
put  to  great  trouble,  & charge,  of  which  I will  giue  an  In- 
stance, or  tow,  & omitte  the  rest. 

Ther  was  a large  companie  of  them  purposed  to  get 
passage  at  Boston  in  Lincolin-shire,  and  for  that  end;  had 
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hired  a shipe  wholy  to  them  seines  ; & made  agreement  with 
the  maister  to  be  ready  at  a certaine  day,  and  take  them,  and 
their  goods  in,  at  a coiuienieme  place,  wher  they  accord- 
ingly would  all  attende  in  readines,  ' so  after  long  waiting, 
& large  expences  (though  he  kepte  not  day  with  them)  yet 
he  came  at  length,  & tooke  them  in,  In  ye  night.  HiiL-wiien 
he  had,.them,  tV  iheir  goods  ahord  ; lie.  belrayed  ,tJlcmJiaj.ie- 
' : ' t ■'>  Ing  befoi  e hancLeom plotted  with  ye  Serchers,  (S:  other  officers 
» Who  tooke  them,  and  put  them  into  open  boats, 

. & iher  rifled  and  ransaked  them,  searching  them  to  their 

/vxct-  shirts  for  money,  yea  euen  ye  women  furder  then  became 

moclestie  ; and  then  caried  them  back  into  ye  towne,  & made 
them  a Spectackle,  & wonder  to  ye  multitude  ; which  came 
docking  on  all  sids  to  behould  them.  Being  thus  first,  by 
the  chatchpoule  officers,  rifled,  & stripte  of  their  money, 
books,  & much  other  goods  ; they  were  presented  to  ye  inaj- 
estrats  and  messengers  sente  to  Informe  ye  lords  of  ye  coun- 
sell of  them  ; and  so  they  w'ere  counted  to  ward.  Indeed 
ye  majestrats  used  them  courteously,  & shewed  them  wdiat 
fauour  they  could  ; but  could  not  deliver  them,  till  order 
came  from  ye  counsell-table.  But  ye  Issue  was  that  after  a 
months  Imprisonmente,  ye  greatest  parte  were  dismiste,  & 
sent  to  ye  places  from  whence  they  came  ; but  .7.  of  ye  prin- 
cipal! were  still  kept  in  prison,  and  bound  ouer  to  ye  Assises. 

Tlie  nexte  spring  after,  ther  was  another  attempte  made  by 
some  of  these  & others;  to  get  ouer  at  an  other  place.  And 
it  so  fell  out,  that  they  light  of  a Dutchman  at  Hull,  hauing 
a ship  of  his  owne  belonging  to  Zealand  ; they  made  agree- 
mente  with  him,  and  aqnainted  him  with  their  condition,  hop- 
more  faithfullne[.s]  in  him,  then  in  ye  former  of 
their  owne  nation  ; he  bad  them  not  fear,  for  he  would  doe 
well  enough.  He  was  (by  appointment)  to  take  them  in  be- 
tweene  Grimsbe,  & Hull,  wher  was  a large  commone  a good 
w^ay  distante  from  any  towne.  Now'  aganst  the  prefixed 
time,  the  w'omen,  & children,  wdth  ye  goods,  were  sent  to 
ye  place  in  a small  barke,  which  they  had  hired  for  yt  end  ; 
and  ye  men  were  to  meete  them  by  Land.  But  it  so  fell  out, 
that  they  were  ther  a day  before  ye  shipe  came,  & ye  sea  be- 
ing rough,  and  ye  women  very  sicke  preuailed  with  ye  seamen 
to  put  into  a creeke  hardby,  wher  they  lay  on  ground  at  low- 
water.  The  nexte  morning  ye  shipe  came,  but  they  were 
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fast,  & could  not  stirr  till  aboute  noone  ; In  ye  mean  time 
(ye  shipe  maister  perceiueing  how  ye  matter  was)  sente  his 
boate,  to  be  getting  ye  men  abord  whom  he  saw  ready,  walk- 
ing aboute  ye  shore.  But  after  ye  first  boat  full  was  gott 
abord,  & she  was  ready  to  goe  for  more,  the  mf  espied  a 
greate  company  (both  horse,  & foote)  with  bills,  & gunes,  & 
other  weapons  (for  ye  countrie  was  raised  to  take  them)  ye 
Dutch-man  seeing  yt,  swore  (his  countries  oath)  sacremente  ; 
and  hauing  ye  wind  faire  waighed  his  Ancor,  hoysed  sayles 
& away.  But  ye  poore-men  which  were  gott  abord,  were  in 
' great  distress  for  their  wines,  & children,  which  they  saw 

thus  to  be  taken,  and  were  left  destitute  of  their  helps  ; and 
•'*'  ' them  seines  also,  not  hauing  a cloath  to  shifte  them  with, 
more  then  they  had  on  their  baks,  & some  scarce  a peney 
aboute  them)  all  they  had  being  abord  ye  barke.  It  drew 
tears  from  their  eyes,  & any  thing  they  had,  they  would  haue 
giuen  to  haue  been  a shore  againe,  but  all  in  vaine,  ther  was 
no  remedy,  they  must  thus  sadly  part.  And  afterward  en- 
dured a fearful!  storme  at  sea,  being  .14.  days  or  more  before 
yey  ariued  at  their  porte,  in  .7.  wher  of  they  neither  saw  son, 
moone  nor  stars,  & were  driuen  near  ye  coast  of  Norway  ; 
the  mariners  them  selues  often  despaering  of  life  ; and  once 
with  shriks  & cries,  gaue  oner  all,  as  if  ye  ship  had  been 
foundred  in  ye  sea,  & they  sinking  without  recouerie.  But 
when  mans  hope,  & helpe  wholy  failed,  ye  lords  power,  & 
mercie  appeared  in  their  recouerie  ; for  ye  ship  rose  againe, 
& gaue  ye  mariners  courage  againe  to  manage  here.  And  if 
modestie  woud  suffer  me,  I might  declare  with  what  feruente 
prayres  they  cried  vnto  ye  Lord  in  this  great  distres,  (espeti- 
aly  some  of  them)  euen  without  any  great  distraction  when 
ye  water  rane  into  their  mouthes,  & ears  ; & the  mariners 
cried  out  we  sinke,  we  sinke  ; they  cried  (If  not  with 
mirakelous,  yet  with  a great  hight,  or  degree,  of  deuine  faith) 
yet  Lord  thou  canst  sane  ; yet  Lord  thou  canst  sane  ; with 
shuch  other  expressions  as  I will  forbeare.  Vpon  which 
ye  shipe  did  not  only  recouer,  but  shortly  after  ye  violence  of 
ye  storme  begane  to  abate  ; and  ye  Lord  filed  their  afflicted 
minds  with  shuch  comforts  as  euery  one  cannot  vnderstand. 

■ And  In  ye  end  brought  them  to  their  desired  Hauen,  wher 
ye  people  came  flockeing  admiring  their  deliuerance  ye  storme 
hauing  ben  so  longe,  & sore  In  which  much  hurt  had  been 
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don,  as  ye  masters  freinds  related  vnto  him  in  their  con- 
graltulations. 

But  to  returne  to  ye  others  wher  we  left  ; The  rest  of  ye  men 
yt  were  in  greatest  danger,  made  shift  to  escape  away  before 
ye  troope  could  surprise  them  ; those  only  staying  yt  best 
. . might,  to  be  assistante  vnto  ye  women.  But  pitifull  it  was 

to  see  ye  heauie  case  of  these  poore  women  in  this  distress; 
what  weeping,  & crying  on  euery  side,  some  for  their  hus- 
bands, that  were  caried  away  in  ye  ship  as  is  before  related. 
Others  not  knowing  what  should  become  of  them,  & their 
litle  ones  ; others  againe  melted  in  teares,  seeing  their  poore 
litle  ones  hanging  aboute  them,  crying  for  feare,  and  quak- 
ing with  could.  Being  thus  aprehended,  they  were  hurried 
from  one  place  to  another,  and  from  one  Justice  to  another; 
till  in  ye  ende  they  knew  not  what  to  doe  with  them.  For 
to  Imprison  so  many  women,  & Innocent  children,  for  no 
other  cause  (many  of  them)  but  that  they  must  goe  with  their 
husbands  ; semed  to  be  vn reasonable,  and  all  would  crie 
out  of  them,  and  to  send  them  home  againe  was  as  difficult, 
for  they  aledged  (as  ye  trueth  was)  they  had  no  homes  to 
goe  to,  for  they  had  either  sould,  or  otherwise  disposed  of 
their  houses,  & liuings.  To  be  shorte,  after  they  had  been 
thus  turmoyled  a good  while  ; and  conueyed  from  one  con- 
stable to  another,  they  were  glad  to  be  ridd  of  them  in  ye  end 
vpon  any  termes  ; for  all  were  wearied,  & tired  with  them. 
Though  in  ye  meantime  they,  (poore  soules)  Indured  miserie 
enough  ; and  thus  in  ye  end  necessitie  forste  a way  for  them. 

But  yt  I be  not  tedious  in  these  things,  I will  omitte  ye  rest, 
though  I might  relate  many  other  notable  passages,  and 
troubles  which  they  endured,  & vnderwente  In  these  their 
A.  wanderings,  & trauells  both  at  land,  & sea;  but  I hast  to 
A other  things.  Yet  I may  nol  amiLte-..ya.  iruite'-t-hat  came 

vV'  V^U?X^he[ar]by,  for  by,  tliese  so  publick  troubls ; In  so  many  em- 
A V iufenlSL- places^  tiieir  .cause  became  famouss^^&:  oGcaskmed. 
- many  to  Ippke  into  ye  same ;_  and,  their  godly  cariage,  & 
y Chmlian  Jjehauipur  was  such,  as.  left  a deep  impression  in 
the  niinds  of  many.  And  though  some  few  shrunk,  at  these 
first  conflicts,  & sharp  beginings  (as  it  was  no  maruell) 
yet  many  more  came  on,  with  fresh  courage,  & greatly  ani- 
mated others.  And  in  ye  end  notwithstanding  all  these 
stormes  of  opposition,  they  all  gott  oner  at  length,  some  at 
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one  time,  & some  at  an  other;  and  some  in  one  place,  & 
some  in  another  And  inette  togeather  againe  according  to 
their  desires,  with  no  small  rejoycing. 

******* 


The  4.  Chap. 

Showing  ye  reasons.,  6^  causes  of  their  remooiiall. 

y\fter  they  had  lined  in  this  citie_  [Leyden]  about  some  .11. 
or  a2..yeaxs-  {\vhich  is  ye  more  ohseruable  being  ye  whole 
tiiiie^of  yt  famlose  truce  between  that  state  & ye  Spaniards.) 
And  sundrie  of  them  were  taken  away  by  death  ; & many 
others  begane  to  be  well  striken  in  years  (the  graue  mistris 
experience  haueing  taught  them  many  things)  Those  pru- 
dent Gouernours,  with  sundrie  of  ye  sagest  members  begane 
both  deeply  to  apprehend  their  present  dangers,  & wisely 
to  foresee  ye  future  ; & thinke  of  timly  remedy.  In  ye 
agitation  of  their  thoughts,  and  much  discours  of  things 
hear  aboute  ; at  length  they  began  to  incline  to  this  con- 
clusion, of  remoouall  to  some  other  place.  Not  out  of  any 
newfanglednes,  or  other  such  like  giddie  humor,  by  which 
men  are  oftentimes  transported  to  their  great  hurt,  & danger. 
But  for  sundrie  weightie,  & solid  reasons  ; some  of  ye  cheefe 
of  which,  I will  hear  breefly  touch.  And  first  they  saw^  & 
[ound  by  Experience,  the  hardnes  of  ye  place,  & cuntrie  to 
Ihe  snrh;  as  few  in  comparison  would  come  to  them; 
\ and-  fewer  ,.thnt  would  bide,  it  out,  and  continew  with 
ilthejn.  For  many  yt  came  to  them,  and  many  more  yt 
'desired  to  be  with  them.;  g.ould  not  endure  yt  great  labor, 
fm'e.  with  other  Tnconueniences.  which  they 

vnderwent,  & were  contented  with.  But  though  they  loued 

tJl^Lpersons,  approued  their  cause,  and  honoured  their  suf- 
^ferings ; yet  they  left  them,  as  it  weer  weeping,  as  Orpah 
did  her  mother  in  law  Naomie  ; or  as  those  Romans  did 
Cato  in  Vtica,  who  desired  to  be  excused,  & borne  with, 
though  they  could  not  all  be  Catoes.  For  many,  though 


iK 


I AcxAxO 


diey  desired  to  Injoye  ye  ordinances  of  God  in  their  puritie, 
and  ye  libertie  of  the  Gospell  ^with  them.  Yet  (alass)  they 
admitted  of  bondage,  with  danger  of  conscience  ; rather 
^then  to  Indure  these  hardships,  yea  some  jDrefened,  & chose 


8 


BRADFORD'S  HISTORY. 


' ■ » f’ 

• U 


iye  prisons  in  England,  rather  then  this  libertie  in  Holland, 
with  these  afflictions.  But  it  was  thought  that  If  a better, 
and  easier  place  of  lining  could  be  had ; It  would  draw 
many,  & take  away  these  discouragments.  Yea  their  pastor 
would  often  say  that  many  of  those  wo  both  wrate,  & preached 
now  against  them,  If  they  were  in  a place,  wher  they  might 
haue  libertie,  and  line  comfortably,  they  would  then  practise 
as  they  did. 

2ly.  They  saw,  that  though  ye  people  generally,  bore  all 
ithese  difficulties  very  cherfully,  & with  a resolute  courage, 
being  in  ye  best,  & strength  of  their  years  ; yet  old  age 
began  to  sieale  on  many  of  them  (and  their  great,  Sz  contin- 
^^^^^^^^uall  labours,  with  other  crosses,  and  sorrows,  hastened  it 
^before  ye  time)  so  as  it  was  not  only  probably  thought,  but 
apparen[t]ly  seen,  that  within  a few  years  more,  they  would 
be  in  danger  to  scatter  (by  necessities  pressing  them)  or 
sinke  vnder  their  burdens,  or  both.  And  therfore  accord- 
ing to  ye  deuine  prouerb,  yt  a wise  man  seeth  ye  plague 
when  it  cometh,  & hideth  him  selfe,  pro.  22.  3.  so  they  like 
skillful  & beaten  souldjers  were  fearfull,  either  to  be  in-  . 
trapped,  or  surrounded  by  their  Enimies;  so  as  they  should 
neither  be  able  to  fight,  nor  flie.  And  therfor  thought  it 
better  to  dislodge  betimes,  to  some  place  of  better  aduantage, 
less  danger.  If  any  such  could  be  found.  Thirdly,  as 
necessitie  was  a taskmaster  oner  them,  so  they  were  forced 
to  be  such,  not  only  to  their  seruants,  (but  in  a sorte)  to 
their  dearest  chilldren  ; the  which  as  it  did  not  a litle  wound 
“ye  tender  harts  of  many  a louing  father,  & mother  ; so  it 
5 '.t  l-cxi  ■ produceed  likwise  sundrie  sad,  & sorowful  effects.  Tmr 
\ .j  bnany  of  their  children,  that  were  of  best  dispossitions,  and 
^ ■‘'^'"^gracious  Inclinations  (haueing  lernde  to  bear  ye  yoake  in 

their  youth)  and  willing  to  bear  parte  of  their  parents  bur- 
den,  were  (often  times)  so  oppressed  with  their  heuie 
labours  ; that  though  their  minds  were  free  and  willing,  yet 
their  bodies  bowed  vnder  ye  waight  of  ye  same,  and  became 
decreped  in  their  early  youth  ; the  vigor  of  nature  being 
consumed  in  ye  very  budd  as  it  were.  But  that  which  was 
more  lamentable,  and  of  all  sorowes  most  heauie  to  be 
borne  ; was  that  many  of  their  children,  by  these  occasions 
(and  ye  great  licentiousnes  of  youth  in  yt  countrie)  and  ye 
manifold  Temptations  of  the  place,  were  drawne  away  by 


/REASONS  FOR  REMOVAL. 


9 


euill  examples  into  extraiiagante,  & dangerous  courses,  get- 
ting ye  rallies  off  their  neks,  & departing  from  their  parents. 
6’ome  became  souldjers,  others  tooke  vpon  them  farr  viages 
by  Sea;  and  other  some  worse  courses,  tending  to  dissolut- 
nes,  & the  danger  of  their  soules  ; to  ye  great  greefe  of  their 
parents,  and  dishonour  of  God.  So  that  they  saw  their 
posteritie  would  be  in  danger  to  degenerate,  & be  corrupted. 
^ ‘ . Lastly  (and  which  was  not  least)  a great  hope,  & Inward 

\ zeall  they  had  of  laying  some  good  foundation  (or  at  least 
some  way  thervnto)  for  ye  propagating,  & aduancing 
J)  I y®  Gospell  of  ye  kingdom  of  christ  in  those  remote  parts 


« 1 of  ye  world  ; yea  though  they  should  be,  but  euen  as  step- 

\^ing-stones,  vnto  others  for  ye  performing  of  so  great  a work. 
These,  & some  other  like  reasons,  moued  them  to  vnder- 
• take  this  resolution  of  of  their  remouall ; the  wliich  they 

afterward  prosecuted  with  so  great  difficulties,  as  by  the 
sequell  will  appeare.  ' 

The  place  they  had  thoughts  on,  was  some  of  those  vast, 
&:  vnpeopled  countries  of  America,  which  are  frutfull,  & 
fitt  for  habitation  ; being  deuoyd  of  all  ciuill  Inhabitants  ; 
^ wher  ther  are  only  saluage,  & brutish  men,  which  range  vp, 
'N  and  doune,  litle  otherwise  then  ye  wild  beasts  of  the  same. 

This  proposition  being  made  publike,  and  coming  to  ye 
scaning  of  all ; it  raised  many  variable  opinions  amongst 
caused  many  fears,  & doubts  amongst  them  seines. 
'^‘-*''''~^‘^^»Some  from  their  reasons,  & hops  conceived  ; laboured  to 
stirr  vp  and  Incourage  the  rest  to  vndertake,  & prosecute  ye 
same ; others  againe  out  of  their  fears,  objected  against  it, 
& sought  to  diuerte  from  it;  aledging  many  things,  and 
those  neither  vnreasonable,  nor  vnprobable;  As  that  it 
was  a great  designe,  and  subjecte  to  many  vnconceuieable 
perills,  & dangers,  as  (besides  the  the  casulties  of  ye  seas 
(which  none  can  be  freed  from)  the  length  of  ye  vioage  was 
such,  as  ye  weake  bodys  of  women,  and  other  persons 
worne  out  with  age,  & trauille  (as  many  of  them  were)  could 
neuer  be  able  to  endure.  And  yet  if  they  should,  the  mis- 
eries of  ye  land,  which  they  should  be  exposed  vnto,  would 
be  to  hard  to  be  borne ; and  lickly  some,  or  all  of  them 
togeither,  to  consume,  & vtterly  to  ruinate  them  for  ther 
they  should  be  liable  to  famine,  and  nakednes,  & ye  wante 
in  a maner  of  all  things.  The  chang  of  aire,  diate,  & drink- 
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ing  of  water,  would  Infecte  their  bodies  with  sore  sickneses, 
and  greeuous  diseases.  And  also  those  which  should 
escape,  or  ouercome  these  difficulties,  should  yett  be  in 
continuall  dangers  of  ye  saluage  people  ; who  are  cruell, 
barbarous,  & most  trecherous,  being  most  furious  in  their 
rage,  and  merciles  wher  they  ouercome ; not  being  contente 
only  to  kill,  & take  away  life,  but  delight  to  tormente  men 
in  ye  most  bloodie  manner  that  may  be ; fleaing  some  aliue 
with  ye  shells  of  fishes,  cutting  off  ye  members,  & Joynts  of 
others  by  peesmeale  ; and  broiling  on  ye  coles  eate  ye 
collops  of  their  flesh  in  their  sight  whilst  they  Hue,  with 
other  cruelties  horrible  to  be  related.  And  surely  It  could 
not  be  thought  but  ye  very  hearing  of  these  things,  could 
not  but  moue  ye  very  bowels  of  men  to  grate  within  them, 
and  make  ye  weake  to  quake,  & tremble.  Tt  was  fnrder 
objected,  that  it  would  rnguire  greater  sumes  of  money  to 
furnish  such  a^iage_(and  to  fitt  them  with  neccessaries)  then 
their  consumed  estats  would  amounte  too;  and  yett  they 
tyv'-  - must  as  well  looke  to  be  seconded  with  supplies,  as  pres- 
ently to  be  trasported.  Also  many  presidents  of  ill  success, 
& lamentable  misseries  befalne  others,  in  the  like  designes, 
were  easie  to  be  found,  and  not  forgotten  to  be  aledged. 
Besids  their  oune  experience,  in  their  former  troubles,  & 
hardships,  in  their  remouall  into  Holand  ; and  how  hard  a 
thing  it  was  for  them  to  Hue  in  that  strange  place,  though  it 
countrie,  & a ciuill  and  rich  comone 


neighbour 


was  a 
" wealth. 

It  was  answered,  that  all  great,  & honourable  actions,  are 
^ , accompanied  with  great  difficulties;  and  must  be,  both 

CiAJUXX.  enterprised,  and  ouercome  with  answerable  courages.  It 
Hvas  granted  ye  dangers  were  great,  but  not  desperate;  the 
f difficulties  were  many,  but  not  Inuincible.  For  though  their 
likly,  yet  they  were  not  cartaine ; It 


were  many  of  them 


might  be  sundrie  of  ye  things  feared,  might  neuer  befale ; 
others  by  prouidente  care  & ye  vse  of  good  means  (might  in 
'liia  great  measure  be  preuented;  and  all  of  them  (through  ye 
'^"dMielp  of  God)  by  fortitude,  and  patience,  might  either  be 
V i borne,  or  ouercome.  True  it  was  that  such  atempts  were 
not  to  be  made,  and  vndertaken  without  good  ground,  & 
reason  ; not  rashly,  or  lightly  as  many  have  done  foi;  curi- 
- k,  ositie,  or  hope  of  gaine  &c.  But  their  condition  was  not 
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ordinarie ; their  ends  were  good  & honourable;  tlieir  call- 
ing lawfull,  & vrgente ; and  therfore  they  might  expecte  ye 
blessing  of  God  in  their  proceding.  yea  though  they  should 
loose  their  Lines  rn  this  action  ; yet  might  they  haue  corn- 
forte  in  the  same,  and  their  endeauors  would  be  honourable. 
They  liued  hear  but  as  men  in  Exile,  & in  a poore  condi- 
tion ; and  as  great  miseries  might  possiblie  befale  them  in 
this  place;  for  ye  .12.  years  of  truce  were  now  out,  & ther 
was  nothing  but  beating  of  drumes,  and  preparing  for  warr, 
the  euents  wherof  are  allway  vncertaine  ; ye  Spaniard  might 
proue  as  cruell,  as  The  saluages  of  America;  and  ye  famine, 
and  pestelence,  as  sore  hear  as  ther;  &:  their  libertie  les^  to 
looke  out  for  remedie.  /\ft,er  many. m her  pprilcular  ihlngi; 
giiswp.redj  Rr  aledged  on  both  sids^Jj:.  was,  -fully  -GOncluded. 
by  ye  major  uarte^to  put  this,  desi^ine .lll. 


by.  the  best  means  they  could. 

The  .5.  Chap. 

Shewing  what  meafis  they  vsed  for  preparation  to  this  waightie 
. vioag. 

And  first,  after  thir  humble  praiers  vnto  God,  for  his 
direction  & assistance,  & a generall  conferrance  held  hear 
. , .aboute,  they  consulted  what  perticuler  place  to  pitch  vpon, 

r ^ ^ prepare  for.  Some  (&  none  of  ye  meanest)  had  thoughts, 
& were  ernest  for  Guiana,  or  some  of  those  fertill  places  in 
those  hott  climats  ; others  were  for  some  parts  of  Virginia, 
wher  ye  English  had  all  ready  made  entrance,  & begining. 
"^hose  for  Guiana  aledged  yt  the  cuntrie  was  rich,  fruitfull, 
& blessed  with  a perpetuall  spring  and  a florishing  greenes ; 
|\Eere  vigorous  nature  brought  forth  all  things  in  abund- 
^gnce,  & plentie  without  any  great  labour,  or  art  of  man. 
jSo  as  it  must  needs  make  ye  Inhabitants  rich  ; seing  less 
prouissions  of  clothing  and  other  things,  would  serue,  then 
in  more  coulder,  & less  frutfull  countries  must  be  had.  As 
also  yt  the  Spaniards  (hauing  much  more  then  they  could 
(possess)  had  not  yet  planted  there,  nor  any  where,  very  near 
ye  same.  But  to  this  it  was  answered,  that  out  of  question, 
ye  countrie  was  both  frutfull  and  pleasante  ; and  might  yeeld 
Iriches,  & maintenance  to  ye  possessors,  more  easily  then  ye 
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other,  yet  other  things  considered,  it  would  not  be  so  hit 
for  them  : And  first  yt  such  hott  countries,  are  subject  to 
greeuos  diseases,  and  many  noysome  Impediments,  which 
other  more  temperate  places,  are  freer  from,  and  would  not 
so  well  agree  with  our  English  bodys.  Againe  if  they  should 
ther  Hue,  & doe  well,  the  lealous  Spaniard  would  neuer 
suffer  them  long;  but  would  displante,  or  ouerlhrow  them. 
As  he  did  ye  French  in  Florida,  who  were  seated  furder  from 
his  richest  countries  ; aud  the  sooner  because  they  should 
haue  none  to  protect  them  ; & their  owne  strength,  would  be 
too  smale  to  resiste  so  potent  an  Enemie,  & so  nea[i]e  a 
neighbour. 

On  ye  other  hand  for  Virginia,  it  was  objected  ; that  If 
they  lined  among  ye  English  wch  weer  ther  planted,  or  so 
near  them,  as  to  be  vnder  their  gouerment;  they  should  be 
in  as  great  danger  to  be  troubled  and  persecuted  for  the 
cause  of  religion,  as  if  they  lined  in  England,  and  it  might 
be  worse.  And  if  they  lined  too  farr  of,  they  should  neither 
haue  succour,  nor  defence  frome  them. 

But  at  length  ye  conclusion  was,  to  liue  as  a distincte  body 
by  them  seines,  vnder  ye  generall  Gouerment  of  Virginia  ; 
and  by  their  fieinds  to  sue  to  his  majestie  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  grant  them  freedome  of  Religion  ; and  yt  this 
might  be  obtained  they  weer  putt  in  good  hope  (by  some 
great  persons,  of  good  rank  & qualitie)  that  were  made  their 
freinds.  W[h]ereupon  .2.  were  chosen  and  & sent  in  to 
England  (at  ye  charge  of  ye  rest)  to  sollicite  this  matter; 
who  found  the  Virginia  company  very  desirous  to  haue  them 
goe  thither.  And  willing  to  grante  them  a patent,  with  as 
ample  priuiliges,  as  they  had,  or  could  grant  to  any,  and  to 
giue  them  the  best  furderance  they  could.  And.Si)nie.^f4je 
cheefe  of  yt  company  douted  not  to  qbtaine  their  suite  of  ye 
• king  for  liiS^ly  dn^eligion  and  to  haue  it  confirmed  vnder 
ye  kings  broad  seale,  ^cording  to  their  desires.  B4.1t  it 
vv^prooued  a harder  peece  of  worke  then  they  tooke  it  for; 

^for  though  many  means  were  vsed  to  bring  il  aboute,  yet  it 
^ ; could  not  be  effected  ; for  ther  were  diuerse  of  good  worth 

^f^aboured  with  the  king  to  obtaine  it  (amongst  whom  was  one 
of  his  cheefe  Secretaries)  and  some  other  wrought  with  ye 
sa,  '"'  archbishop  to  giue  way  therunto,  but  it  proued  all  in  vaine. 
Yet  thus  farr  they  preueiled  in  sounding  his  majesties  mind. 
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that  he  would  conniue  at  them,  & not  molest  them  (prouided 
they  carried  them  selues  peacably)  But  to  allow,  or  tolerate 
them  by  his  publick  aulhoritie,  vnder  his  seale,  they  found 
it  would  not  be.  And  this  was  all  (the  cheefe  of  ye  Virginia 
companie)or  any  other  of  their  best  freinds  could  doe  in  ye 
case  yet  they  perswaded  them  to  goe  on,  for  they  presumed 
they  should  not  be  troubled  And  with  this  answer  ye  mes- 
sengers returned  and  signified  what  diligence  had  bene  vsed 
and  to  what  Issue  things  were  come. 

But  this  made  a dampe  in  ye  bussines,  and  caused  some 
distraction,  for  many  were  afraid  that  if  they  should  vnsetle 
them  selues,  & put  of  their  estates,  and  goe  vpon  these 
hopes,  it  might  proue  dangerous  and  but  a sandie  founda- 
tion. Yea  it  was  thought  they  might  better  haue  presumed 
hear  vpon,  without  makeing  any  suite  at  all,  then  haueing 
made  it,  to  be  thus  rejected.  But  some  of  ye  cheefest, 
thought  other  wise  ; and  yt  they  might  well  proceede  here- 
vpon,  & that  ye  kings  majestie  was  willing  enough  to  Suffer 
them  without  molestation  ; though  for  other  reasons  he  would 
not  confirme  it  by  any  publick  acte.  And  furdermore,  if 
ther  was  no  securitie  in  this  promise  Intimated,  ther  would 
be  no  great  certainty,  in  a furder  confirmation  of  ye  same  ; 
for  if  after  wards  ther  should  be  a purpose,  or  desire  to  wrong 
them,  though  they  had  a seale  as  broad  as  ye  house  flore,  it 
would  not  seme  ye  turne  ; for  ther  would  be  means  enew 
found  to  recall,  or  reuerse  it  And  seaing  therfore  the  course 
was  probable,  they  must  rest  herein  on  Gods  prouidence,  as 
they  had  done  in  other  things. 

* . * * * * * 

Aboute  this  time  whilst  they  were  perplexed  with  ye  pro- 
sseedings  of  ye  Virginia  company,  & ye  111  news  from  thence 
aboute  mr  Blackwell,  & his  company  ; and  making  Inquirey 
about  ye  Hiring,  & buying  of  shiping  for  their  vioage,  some 
dutchmen  made  them  faire  offers  aboute  goeing  with  them. 
Also  one  mr  Thomas  Weston  a mrchant  of  London  came  to 
Leyden  aboute  ye  same  time,  (who  was  well  acquainted  with 
some  of  them,  and  a furtherer  of  them  in  their  former  pro- 
seedings)  haueing  much  confcrance  wth  rnr  Robinson  and 
other  of  ye  cheefe  of  them  persuaded  them  to  goe  on  (as  it 
seems)  & not  to  medle  with  ye  dutch,  or  too  much  to  de- 
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(pend  on  ye  Virginia  company;  for  if  that  failed,  If  they 
r '"came,  to  resolution,  he,  and  such  marchants  as  were  his 
aifreinds  (togeather  with  their  owne  means)  would  sett  them 
r^/forth  ; and  they  should  make  ready,  and  neither  feare  wante 
^ of  shipping,  nor  money;  for  what  they  wanted  should  be 
prouided.  And  *(not  so  much  for  him  selfe)  as  for  ye  satis- 
fing  of  such  fre[nds]  as  he  should  procure  to  aduenture  in 
this  bussines,  they  were  to  draw  such  articles  of  agreemente, 
and  make  such  propasitions,  as  might  ye  better  Induce  his 
freinds  to  venture.  Vpon  which  (after  ye  formere  conclu- 
sion) articles  were  drawne,  & agreed  vnto,  and  were  showrie 
vnto  him,  and  approued  by  him  And  afterwards  by  their 
messenger,  (mr  John  Caruer)  sent  into  England,  who  to- 
geather with  Robart  Cushman  ^,ve're  to  receiue  ye  moneys  & 
make  prou[i]ssions,  both  for  shiping,  & other  things  for  ye 
vioage,  with  this  charge,  not  to  exseede  their  commission,  but 
to  proseed  according  to  ye  former  articles.  Also  some  were 
chossen  to  doe  ye  like,  for  such  things,  as  were  to  be  pre- 
pared there  ; so  those  that  weare  to  goe,  prepared  them 
selues  with  all  speed,  and  sould  of  their  estats  and  (such  as 
were  able)  put  in  their  moneys  into  ye  commone  stock; 
which  was  disposed  by  those  appointed,  for  ye  making  of 
generall  prouissions.  Aboute  this  time  also  they  had  heard, 
both  by  mr  Weston,  and  others,  yt  sundrie  Honhl.  Lords  had 
obtained  a large  grante  from  ye  king  ; for  ye  more  northerly 
parts  of  that  countrie,  deriued  out  of  ye  Virginia  patente ; 
and  wholy  secluded  from  their  Gouermente ; and  to  be 
. ^ caled  by  another  name  viz.  New-England.  Vnto  which  mr 
Weston,  and  ye  cheefe  of  them,  begane  to  Incline  it  was 
best  for  them  to  goe,  as  for  other  reasons,  so  cheefly  for  ye 
hope  of  present  profite  to  be  made  by  ye  fishing  that  was 
found  in  yt  countrie. 

But  as  in  all  bussineses  ye  acting  parte  is  most  diificulte, 
espetially  wher  ye  worke  of  many  agents  must  concurr  ; so 
was  it  found  in  this..  Abrsome  of  those  yt  .should  haue  gone 
in  England,  fell  of  & would  not  goe  ; other  marchants,  & 
freinds  yt  had  ofered  to  aduenture  their  moneys  with  drew, 
and  pretended  many  excuses.  Some  disliking  they  wente 
not  to  Guiana  ; others  againe  would  aduenture  nothing,  ex- 
cepte  they  wente  to  Virginia.  Some  againe,  (and  those  that 
were  most  relied  on)  fell  in  vtter  dislike  with  Virginia,  and 
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would  doe  nothing  if  they  wente  thither.  In  ye  midds  of 
these  distractions,  they  of  Leyden,  who  had  put  of  their 
estats,  and  laid  out  their  moneys  were  brought  into  a greate 
streight  fearing  what  Issue  these  things  would  come  too,  but 
at  length  ye  generalitie  was  swaid  to  this  latter  opinion. 

But  now  another  difficullie  arose,  for  mr  Weston,  and  some 
other  that  were  for  this  course,*  either  for  their  better  aduan- 
tage  or  rather  for  ye  drawing  on  of  others,  as  they  pretended  ; 
would  haue  some  of  those  conditions  altered  yt  were  first 
agreed  on  at  Leyden  To  which  ye  .2.  agents  sent  Bom  Leyden 
(or  at  least  one  of  them,  who  is  most' charged  with  it)  did  con- 
sente;  seeing  els  yt  all  was  like  to  be  dashte  ; & ye  opportu- 
niiie  lost,  and  yt  they  which  had  put  of  their  estats,  and  paid 
in  their  moneys  were  in  'hazard  to  be  vndon.  They  pre- 
sumed to  conclude  with  ye  marchants  on  those  termes,  in 
some  tifings  contrary  to  their  order,  & commission  ; and 
without  giuing  them  notice  of  ye  same  yea  It  was  cor.celed 
least  it  should  make  any  furder  delay.  Which  was  ye  cause 
afterward  of  much  trouble  «&:  contention. 

It  will  be  meete  I here  Inserte  these  conditions  ; which  are 
as  foloweth. 


An“ : 1620.  July,  i 

1.  The  aduenturers,  & planters  doe  agree,  that  euery  per- 
son that  goeth  being  aged  .16.  years,  & vpward  ; be  rated  at 
.10^,  and  ten  pounds  to  be  accounted  a single  share. 

2.  That  he  that  goeth  in  person,  and  furnisheth  him  selfe 
out  with  .lO;^.  either  in  money,  or  other  prouissions  ; be  ac- 
counted as  haueing  .2o£.  in  stock,  and  in  ye  deuission  shall 
receiue  a duble  share. 

3.  'I'he  persons  transported,  & ye  aduenturers  shall  con- 
, ^cv‘v  > tinue  their  Joynt  Stock,  & partnership  togeather,  ye  space  of 

'.7,;^.years  (excepte  some  vnexpected  Impedimente,  doe  cause 
y®  whole  company  to  agree'otherwise)  during  which  time,  all 
profits,  benefits,  that  are  gott  by  trade,  traffick,  trucking, 
working,  fishing,  or  any  other  means  of  any  person,  or  per- 
sons; remaine  still  in  ye  comone  stock  vntill  ye  diuision. 

4.  That  at  their  coming  ther,  they  chose  out  such  a num- 
ber of  fitt  persons,  as  may  furnish  their  ships  & boats  for 
fishing  vpon  ye  sea;  Imploying  the  rest  in  their  seuerall 
faculties  vpon  ye  land,  as  building  houses,  tilling,  & planting 


i6 


BRADFORD'S  HISTORY, 


ye  ground,  & makeing  such  comodities  as  shall  be  most 
vsefull  for  ye  collonie. 

5.  That  at  ye  end  of  ye  .7.  years,  ye  capitall  & profits;  viz. 
the  houses,  lands,  goods  and  chatles ; be  equally  deuided 
betwixte  ye  aduenturers,  and  planters  ; vvch  done  euery  man 
shall  be  free,  from  other  of  them  of  any  debt,  or  detrimente 
concerning  this  aduenture. 

6.  Whosoeuer  coineth  to  ye  colonie  herafter  or  puteth 
any  into  ye  stock,  shall  at  the  ende  of  ye  .7.  years,  be  alowed 
proportionably  to  ye  time  of  his  so  doing. 

■“  7.  He  that  shall  carie  his  wife,  & children,  or  seruants 
shall  be  alowed  for  euerie  person  now  aged  .16.  years,  & vp- 
ward,  a single  share  in  ye  deuision,  or  if  he  prouid  them  nec- 
assaries  a duble  share,  or  if  they  be  between  .10.  year  old 
and  .16.  then  .2.  of  them  to  be  reconed  for  a person,  both  in 
trasportation  and  deuision. 

8.  That  such  children  as  now  goe,  & are  vnder  ye  age  of 
ten  years,  haue  noe  other  shar  in  ye  deuision,  but  .50.  acres 
of  vn manured  land. 

9.  That  such  persons  as  die  before  ye  .7.  years  be  ex- 
pired, their  executors  to  haue  their  parte  or  sharr,  at  ye  de- 
uision, proportionably  to  ye  time  of  their  life  in  ye  collonie. 

10.  That  all  such  persons  as  are  of  this  collonie  ; are  to 
haue  their  meate,  drink,  apparell,  and  all  prouissions  out  of 
ye  common  stock,  & goods  of  ye  said  collonie. 

The  cheefe  & principall  differences  betwene  these,  & the 
former  conditions,  stood  in  those  .2.  points;  that  ye  houses, 
& lands  Improued,  espetialy  gardens,  & home  lotts  should 
remaine  vndeuided  wholy  to  ye  planters  at  ye  .7.  years  end. 
2ly.  yt  they  should  hauehad  .2.  days  in  a weeke  for  their  owne 
priuate  Imploymente,  for  ye  more  comforte  of  them  selues, 
and  their  families  ; espetialy  such  as  had  families. 

* * * * - * * 

The.  9.  Chap  : 

Of  their  vioage,  how  they  fassed  sea  ; and  of  their 

safe  ar rill  all  at  Cape  Codd. 

Septr.  6.  These  troubls  being  blowne  t)uer,  and  now  all 
being  compacte  togeather  in  one  shipe,  they  put  to  sea 
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ine  with  a prosperus  winde,  which  continued  diuerce 
days  togeather,  which  was  some  Incouragmente  vnto  them  ; 
yet  according  to  ye  vsuall  maner  many  were  afflicted  with 
,sea-sicknes.  And  I may  not  omite  hear  a spetiall  worke  of 
\Gods  prouidence  : ther  was  a proud  & very  profane  yonge 
man,  one  of  ye  sea-men,  of  a lustie  able  body,  which  made  him 
the  more  hauty  ; he  would  allway  be  contemning  ye  poore 
people  in  their  sicknes,  & cursing  them  dayly  with  greeous 
execrations  ; and  did  not  let  to  tell  them,  that  he  hoped  to 
help  to  cast  halfe  of  them  ouer  board  before  they  came  to 
their  lurneys  end,  and  to  make  mery  with  what  they  had; 
and  if  he  were  by  any  gently  reproued,  he  would  curse  and 
swear  most  bitterly.  But  it  plased  God  before  they  came 
halfe  seas  ouer,  to  smite  this  yong  man  with  a greeueous 
disease,  of  which  he  dyed  in  a desperate  maner;  and  so  was 
him  selfe  ye  first  yt  was  throwne  ouerbord,  thus  his  curses 
light  on  his  owne  head  ; and  it  was  an  astonishmente  to  all 
his  fellows,  for  they  noted  it  to  be  ye  lust  hand  of  God  vpon 
him. 

After  they  had  Injoyed  faire  winds,  and  weather  for  a 
season,  they  were  incountred  many  times  with  crosse  winds, 
^ aud  mette  with  many  feirce  stormes,  with  which  ye  shipe 

>W-^W>^®e'yvas  shroudly  shaken,  and  her  vpper  works  made  veryleakie; 

‘ maine  beames  in  ye  midd  ships  was  bowed 

& craked,  which  put  them  in  some  fear,  that  ye  shipe  could 
not  be  able  to  }3€rforme  ye  vioage.  So  some  of  ye  cheefe  of 
ye  company  (perceiueing  ye  mariners  to  feare  ye  sufflsiencie 
of  ye  shipe,  as  appeared  by  their  mutterings)  they  entred 
into  serious  consulltation  with  ye  ini’,  & other  officers  of  ye 
ship,  to  consider  in  time  of  ye  danger  ; and  rather  to  returne, 
then  to  cast  them  selues  into  a desperate,  & ineuitable 
perill  And  truly  ther  was  great  distraction,  & differance  of 
opinion  amongst  ye  mariners  them  seines;  faine  would  they 
doe  what  could  be  done  for  their  wages  sake  (being  now 
near  halfe  the  seas  ouer)  and  on  ye  other  hand  they  were 
loath  to  hazard  their  Hues  too  desperaily.  But  in  examen- 
ing  of  all  opinions,  the  mr  & others  affirmed  they  knew  ye 
i stronge,  & firme  vnder  water,  and  for  the  buckling 

of  ye  maine  b'eame,  ther  was  a great  Iron  scrue  ye  passen- 
gers brought  out  of  Holland,  which  would  raise  ye  beame 
into  his  place  ye  which  being  done,  the  carpenter,  & m^ 
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affirmed  that  with  a post  put  vnder  it,  set  firme  in  ye  lower 
deck,  & other-ways  bounde  he  would  make  it  sufficiente. 

And  as  for  ye  decks  & vper  workes  they  would  calke  them  as 
well  as  they  could,  and  though  with  ye  workeing  of  ye  ship 
they  would  not  longe  keepe  stanch,  yet  ther  would  other- 
wise be  no  great  danger,  if  they  did  not  ouerpress  her  with 
sails  ; so  they  commited  them  selues  to  ye  will  of  God,  & 
resolued  to  proseede.  In  sundrie  of  these  stormes  the 
winds  w'ere  so  feirce,  and  ye  seas  so  high,  as  they  could  not 
bear  a knote  of  saile,  but  were  forced  to  Hull  for  diuerce 
days  togither ; AndJu  one_^tJi^auas  the:y:Jiius-.ia->L  at,  Hull 
in.  a.,mighty  storme,  alustieyonge  man~(called  lohn  Howland) 

I coming  vpon  some  occasion  aboue  ye  grattings,  was  with 

a seele_of  .ye  ^hipe  throwne  into  [ye]  sea.;  but  it  pleased  God, 

:f  yt  he  caught  hould  of  ye  tope-saile  halliards,  which  hunge 

i;cv>fe^).^^^uer  board,  & rane  out  at  length,  yet  he  held  his  hould 
(though  he  was  sundrie  fadomes  vnder  water)  till  he  was 
f A * hald  vp  by  ye  same  rope  to  ye  brime  of  ye  water;  and  then 
with  a boathooke,  & other  means  got  into  ye  shipe  againe  & 
his  life  saued,  and  though  he  was  something  ill  with  it,  yet 
he  lined  many  years  after,  and  became  a profitable  member, 
both  ia  cliuich.  (S:  c.ommone  weal  the  : In  all  this  viage  ther 
died  but  one  of  ye  passengers,  which  was  (William  Butten) 
j a youth,  seruant  to  Samuell  Fuller  when  they  drew  near  ye 
CkxOvAA/-'-'  coast.  But  to  omite  other  things  (that  I may  be  breefe)  after 
p'd  A/n|rft9'ionge  beating  at  sea,  they  fell  with  that  land  which  is  called  __ 
[■  ' Cape  Cod  ; the  which  being  made,  & certainly  knowne  to  be  it 

[ they  were  not  a litle  loyfull.  After  some  deliberation  had 

I amongst  them  selues,  & with  ye  mr  of  ye  ship  ; they  tacked 

i-  Q,  K aboute,  and  resolued  to  stande  for  ye  southward  (ye  wind 
V weather  being  faire)  to  finde  some  place,  aboute  Hudsons 

(oiuuX^^vriuer  for  their  habitaUau.  But  after  they  had  sailed  yt 
course  aboute  halfe  ye  day,  they  fell  amongst  deangerous 
shoulds,  and  roring  breakers,  and  they  were  so  farr  Intangled 
0 . ther  with,  as  they  conceiued  them  selues  in  great  danger,  & 

v^ye  wind  shrinking  vpon  them  withall,  they  resolued  to  bear 
^ .jAl'  vp  againe  for  the  cape;  and  thought  them  selues  hapy. to 
>'  , A-.  • gett  out  of  those  dangers,  before  night  ouertooke  them,  as. 

by  gods  good  prouidence  they  did ; And  ye  next  day  they 
gott  into  ye  cape-harbor  wher  they  ridd  in  saftie.  A. -word 
or  too  by_je_  way  of  this  cape.  It  was  thus  firs_t  named  by 
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Capten  GosiiQle^.&:  Ms  company  ; Because  yey  tooke  much 
of  yt  fishe  ther.  Ano  ; 1602.  And  after  by  capten  Smith 
was  caled  Cape  lames,  but  it  retains  ye  former  name 
amongst  sea-men.  Also  yt  pointe  which  first  shewed  those 
dangerous  shoulds  vnto  them,  they  called  pointe  care,  & 
Tuckers  Terrour  ; but  ye  French,  & Dutch  to  this  day  call 
it  malabarr,  by  reason  of  those  perilous  shoulds,  and  ye 
losses  they  haue  suffered  their. 

Being  thus  ariued  in  a good  harbor,  and  brought  safe  to 
land,  they  fell  vpon  their  knees  & blessed  ye  God  of  heauen, 
who  had  brought  them  oner  ye  vast,  & furious  Ocean,  and 
deliuered  them  from  all  ye  periles,  & miseries  therof ; againe 
to  set  their  feete  on  ye  firme  and  stable  earth,  their  proper 
Elemente.  And  no  maruell  if  they  were  thus  loyefull,  seeing 
wise  Seneca  was  so  affected  with  sailing  a few  miles  on  ye 
coast  of  his  owne  Italy ; as  he  affirmed  Epist.  53,  that  he 
had  rather  remaine  twentie  years  on  his  way  by  land,  then 
pass  by  sea  to  -any  place  in  a short  time  ; so  tedious,  & 
dreadfull  was  ye  same  vnto  him.  *******=>? 

The.  10.  Chap. 

Showing  how  they  sought  out  a place  of  habitation  ; and 
what  befell  them  thereaboute. 

Being  thus  arriued  at  Cap-Cod  ye  .11.  of  Nouember, 
and  necessitie  calling  them  to  looke  out  a place  for  habita- 
tion, (as  well  as  the  maisters  & mariners  Inporteenitie),  They 
hauing  brought  a large  shalop  with  them  out  of  England, 
stowed  in  quarters  in  ye  ship,  they  now  gott  her  out,  & sett 
their  carpenters  to  worke  to  trime  her  vp,  but  being  much 
brused  & shatered  in  ye  shipe  wth  foule  weather,  they  saw 
she  would  be  longe  in  mending.  Whervpon  a few  of  them 
tendered  them  selues,  to  goe  by  land  and  discouere  those 
nearest  places,  whilst  ye  shallop  was  in  mending,  and  ye  rather 
because  as  they  wente  into  yt  harbor  ther  seemed  to  be  an 
opening  some  .2.  or  .3.  leagues  of,  which  ye  maister  fudged 
to  be  a riuer.  It  was  conceiued  ther  might  be  some  danger 
in  ye  atempte,  yet  seeing  them  resolute  they  were  permited 
to  goe  ; being  .16.  of  them  well  armed  vnder  ye  conduct  of 
Captein  Standish,  hauing  shuch  Instructions  giuen  them  as 
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was  thought  meete.  They  sett  forth  \e  .15.  of  Nouebr ; 
and  when  they  had  marched  aboute  ye  space  of  a mile  by  ye 
sea  side  they  espied  .5.  or  .6.  persons,  with  a dogg  coming 
towards  them  who  were  saluages,  but  they  fl^l.frpin,  them,  & 
ranne  vp  into  ye  woocls^  and  ye  English  followed  them,  partly 
to  see  if  they  coul-d  speake  with  them,  and  partly  to  discouer 
'■'Sf  ther  might  not  be  more  of  them  lying  in  ambLi.sh,  but. ye 
' Indeans  seeing  them  selues  thus  followed,  they  againe  for- 
sooke  the  woods,  & rane  away  on  ye  sands.. asJiarcLas  they... 
could,  SO  as  they  could  not  come  near  them,  but  followed 
them  by  ye  tracte  of  their  feet  sundrie  miles,  and  saw  that 
they  had  come  the  same  way.  So  night  coming  on  they 
made  their  randeuous  & set  out  ther  sentinels,  and  rested  in 
quiete  y night.,  and  the  next  morning  followed  their  tracte 
till  they  had  headed  a great  creeke  & so  left  ye  sands,  & 
turned  an  other  way  into  ye  woods,  but  they  still  followed 
them  by  geuss,  hopeing  to  find  their  dwellings,  Tut  they 
soone  lost  both  them,  and  them  selues;  falling  into  shuch 
thickets  as  were  ready  to  tear  their  cloaths,  & armore  in 
peeces,  but  were  most  distressed  for  wante  of  drinke,  but  at 
they  found  water  & refreshed  them  selues,  being  ye 
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as  pleasante  vnto  them  as  wine,  or  bear, 
been  in  for-times.  Afterwards  they  directed  their 
course,  to  come  to  ye  other  shore  for  they  knew  it  was  a 
necke  of  land  they  were  to  crosse  ouer,  and  so  at  length  gott 
to  ye  sea  side  ; and  marched  to  this  supposed  riuer,  by  ye 
way  found  a pond  of  clear  fresh  water,  and  shortly  after  a good 
quantitie  of  clear  ground,  wher  ye  Indeans  had  formerly  set 
come;  and  some  of  their  graues ; and  procceeding  furder 
they  saw  new-stuble  wher  come  had  been  Set  ye  same  year, 
also  they  found  wher  latly  a house  had  been  wher  some 
planks  and  a great  ketle  was  remaining,  and_  heaps  of  sand 
newly  padled  with  their  hands,  which  they  dig:ging  vp,  found 
in  them  diuerce  faire  Indean  baskets  filled. with  come,  and 
some  in  eares,  faire  and  good  of  diuerce  collours,  which 
s_eemed  to  them  a very  goodly  sight,  (haueing  neuer  seen 
any , shuch.  before),  this  was  near  ye  place  of  that  Supposed 
riuer  they  came  to  seeck  ; vnto  which  they  wente,  and  found 
it  to  open  it  selfe  into  .2.  armes  with  a high  cliffe  of  sand  in 
ye  enterance,  but  more  like  to  be  cril;es  of  salte  water  then 
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any  fresh  for ‘ought  they  saw;  and  that  ther  was  good  har- 
borige  for  their  shalope,  leaning  it  furtlier  to  be  discouered  by 
their  shalop  when  she  was  ready,  so  their  time  limeted  them 
being  expired,  they  returned  to  ye  ship,  least  they  should  be 
in  fear  of  their  saftie  ; And  tooke  wth  them  parte  of  ye  come, 
and  buried  vp  ye  rest,  and  so  like  ye  men  from  eshcoll  car- 
ried wiili  them  of  ye  fruits  of  ye  land,  & showed  their  breeth- 
ren  ; of  which,  & their  returne  they  were  maruelusly  glad, 
and  their  harts  Incouraged. 

After  this  ye  shalop  being  got  ready  they  set  out  againe, 
for  ye  better  discouery  of  this  place,  & ye  mr  of  ye  ship  de- 
sired to  goe  him  selfe,  so  ther  went  some  .30.  men,  but  found 
it  to  be  no  harbor  for  ships  but  only  for  boats  ; ther  was 
allso  found  .2.  of  jJiek  JiQ.us,es  coj.ierecLwitli.maLtSy.<S£-^ndrie 
of  their  Implement^ in  thenij  but  ye  people  were  rune  away, 
& could  not  be  seen,  also  ther  was,  found  more  of , their  corne, 
& of  their  beans  of  various  collours;  the  come,  & beans  they 
brought  away,  purposing  to  giue  them  full  satisfaction  when 
they  should  meete  with  any  of  them  (as  about  some  .6. 
months  afterward  they  did,  to  their  good  contente)  And 
here  is  to  be  noted  a spetiall  prouidence  of  god,  and  a great 
mercie  to  this  poore  people,  that  hear  they  gott  seed  to  plant 
them  come  ye  next  year  ; or  els  they  might  haue  starued,  for 
they  had  none,  nor  any  liklyhood  to  get  any  till  ye  season 
had  beene  past  (as  ye  sequell  did  manyfest)  neither  is  it 
lickly  they  had,  had  this,  if  ye  first  viage  had  not  been  made, 
for  the  ground  was  now  all  couered  with  snow,  & hard 
frosen  ; but  the  Lord  is  neuer  wanting  vnto  his  in  their 
greatest  needs,  let  his  holy  name  haue  all  ye  praise. 

The  month  of  Nouemb'^r  being  spente  in  these  affairs,  & 
much  foule  weather  falling  in  ; the  .6.  of  desem^ : they  sente 
out  their  shallop  againe  with  .10.  of  their  principall  men,  & 
some  sea  men,  vpon  further  discouery  Intending  to  circulate 
that  deepe  bay  of  cap-codd,  the  weather  was  very  could,  & it 
frose  so  hard  as  ye  sprea  of  ye  sea  lighting  on  their  coats, 
they  were  as  if  they  had  been  glased,  yet  that  flight  betimes 
they  gott  downe  into  ye  botome  of  ye  bay,  and  as  they  drue 
nere  ye  shore  they  saw  some  .10.' or  .12.  Indeans  very  busie 
aboLite  some  thing;  they  landed  aboute  a league  or  .2.  from 
them,  and  had  much  a doe  to  put  a shore  any  vvher  it  lay  so 
full  of  flats ; being  landed  it  grew  late,  and  they  made  them 
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selues  a barricade  with  loggs  & bowes  as  well  as  they  could 
in  ye  ti,ine,  & set  out  their  Sentenill  Sl  betooke  them  to 
rest,  and  saw  ye  smoake  of  ye  fire  ye'sauages  made  yt  night. 
When  morning  \\?is  come  they  deuided  their  company,  some 
to  coast  alonge  ye  shore  in  ye  boate,  and  the  rest  marched 
throu  ye  woods  to  see  ye  land  if  any  fit  place  might  be  for 
their  dwelling  ; they  came  allso  to  ye  place  wher  they  saw 
the  Indans  ye  night  before,  & found  they  had  been  cuting  vp  a 
great  fish  like  a Grampus  being  some  .2.  inches  thike  of  fate 
like  a hogg,  some  peeces  wher  of  they  had  left  by  ye  way ; 
and  ye  shallop  found  .2.  more  of  these  fishes  dead  on  ye 
sands,  a thing  vsuall  after  storms  in  yt  place  by  reason  of  ye 
great  flats  of  sand  that  lye  of.  So  they  ranged  vp  and  downe 
all  yt  day,  but  found  no  people,  nor  any  place  they  liked  ; 
when  ye  sune  grue  low  they  hasted  out  of  ye  woods  to  meete 
with  their  shallop,  to  whom  they  made  signes  to  come  to 
them  Into  a creeke  hard  by,  the  which  they  did  at  high  wa- 
ter ; of  which  they  were  very  glad,  for  they  had  not  seen  each 
other  all  yt  day,  since  ye  morning.  So  they  made  them  a 
barricade  (as  vsually  they  did  euery  night)  with  loggs,  staks, 
& thike  pine  bowes  ye  height  of  a man,  leaning  it  open  to 
leeward,  partly  to  shelter  them  from  ye  could,  & wind  (mak- 
ing their  fire  in  ye  midle,  & lying  round  aboute  it)  and 
partly  to  defend  them  from  any  sudden  assaults  of  ye  sauags. 
If  they  should  surround  them  ; so  being  very  weery  they  be- 
tooke them  to  rest.  But  aboute  midnight,  they  heard  a hide- 
ous, & great  crie,  and  their  Sentinell  caled  arme  arme,  so 
they  bestired  them  & stood  to  their  armes,  & shote  of  a cup- 
pie  of  moskets  and  then  the  noys  seased,  they-  concluded  it 
was  a companie  of  wolues,  or  such  like  willd  beasts;  for  one 
of  ye  sea  men  tould  them  he  had  often  heard  shuch  a noys 
in  New-found  Land.  So  they  rested  till  about  .5.  of  ye  clock 
in  the  momiing,  for  ye  tide  & ther  purposs  to  goe  from  thence, 
made  them  be  stiring  betimes.  So  after  praier  they  prepared 
for  breakfast,  and  it  being  day  dawning  it  was  thought  best 
to  be  carring  things  downe  to  ye  boate  ; but  some  said  it  was 
not  best  to  carrie  ye  armes  downe,  others  said  they  would  be 
the  readier,  for  they  had  laped  them  vp  in  their  coats 
from  ye  dew  ; but  some  .3.  or  .4.  would  not  cary  theirs  till 
they  wente  them  selues,  yet  as  it  fell  out  ye  water  being  not 
high  enough,  they  layed  them  downe  on  ye  banke  side,  & 
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came  vp  to  breakfast.  But  presently  all  on  ye  sudain  they 
heard  a great  & strange  crie,  which  they  knew  to  be  the 
same  voyces,  they  heard  in  ye  night,  though  they  varied  their 
notes,  & one  of  their  company  being  abroad  came  running 
j^Jkl^^^^in,  & cried  men,  Indeans,  Indeans  ; and  wthall  their  arowes 
j/vvA/^jL^^vvAjcame  flying  amongst  them,  their  men  rane  with  all  Speed  to 
recouer  their  armes,  as  by  ye  good  prouidence  of  god  they 
did.  In  ye  mean  time,  of  those  that  were  ther  ready,  tow 
muskets  were  discharged  at  them,  and  .2.  more  stood  ready 
in  ye  enterance  of  ther  randeuoue,  but  were  comanded  not 
to  shoote  till  they  could  take  full  aime  at  them,  & ye 
other  .2.  charged  againe  with  all  speed,  for  ther  were  only  .4. 
had  armes  ther,  & defended  ye  baricado  which  was  first  as- 
salted  ; the  crie  of  ye  Indeans  was  dreadfull,  espetially  when 
they  saw  ther  men  rune  out  of  ye  randeuoue,  towourds  ye 
shallop  to  recouer  their  armes,  the  Indeans  wheeling  aboute 
vpon  them,  but  some  running  out  with  coats  of  malle  on,  & 
cutlassess  in  their  hands,  they  soone  got  their  armes  & let  flye 
amongs  them,  and  quickly  stopped  their  violence.  Yet  ther 
was  a lustie  man,  and  no  less  Valiante,  stood  behind  a tree 
within  halfe  a musket  shot,  and  let  his  arrows  flie  at  them, 
he  was  seen  shoot  .3.  arrowes  which  were  all  auoyded,  he 
stood  .3.  shot  of  a musket  till  one  taking  full  aime  at  him, 
and  made  ye  barke  or  splinters  of  ye  tree  fly  about  his  ears, 
after  which  he  gaue  an  Extraordinary  shrike  ; and  away  they 
wente  all  of  them,  they  left  some  to  keep  ye  shalop,  and  fol- 
lowed the[m]  aboute  a quarter  of  a mille  and  shouted  once 
or  twise,  and  shot  of  .2.  or  .3.  peces,  & so  returned  this 
they  did,  that  they  might  conceiue  that  they  were  not  afrade 
of  them  or  any  way  discouraged.  Thus  it  pleased  God  to 
vanquish  their  enimies,  and  giue  them  deliuerance  ; and  by 
his  spetiall  prouidence  so  to  dispose  that  not  any  one  of 
them,  were  either  hurte,  or  hitt,  though  their  arrows  came 
close  by  them,  & on  euery  side  them  ; and  sundry  of  their 
coats,  which  hunge  vp  in  ye  barricade,  were  shot  throw,  & 
V.  1 C tkJt  A[f]terwards  they  gaue  God  sollamne  thanks,  & 

\\M  fV  praise,  for  their  deliuerance,  & gathered  vp  a bundle  of  their 
arrows,  & sente  them  into  England  afterward  by  ye  mr  of  ye 


Uv 


j 4 * ship,  and  called  that  place  ye  first  encounter,  ifiom  hence 
they  departed,  & costed  all  along,  but  discerned  no  place 
likly  for  harbor ; & therfore  hasted  to  a place,  that  their 
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pillote,  (one  mr  coppin  who  bad  bine  in  ye  cuntrie  before) 
did  assure  ihein  was  a good  harbor  which  he  had  been  in, 
and  they  might  fetch  it  before  night;  of  which  they  were 
glad,  for  it  begane  to  be  foule  weather.  After  some  houres 
sailling,  it  begane  to  snow,  & raine,  & about  ye  midle  of  ye 
.afiernoone,  ye  wind  Increased  ; & ye  sea  became  very  rough  ; 
and  they  broake  their  rudder,  & it  was  as  much  as  .2.  men 
could  doe  to  sleere  her  with  a cupple  of  oares.  But  their 
pillott  bad  them  be  of  good  cheere  for  he  saw  ye  harbor,  but 
ye  storme  Increasing,  & night  drawing  on,  they  bore  what 
saile  they  could  to  gett  in,  while  they  could  see;  but  her- 
with  they  broake  their  mast  in  .3.  peeces  & their  saill  fell 
ouer  bord,  in  a very  grown  sea,  so  as  they  had  like  to  haue 
been  cast  away  ; yet  by  gods  mercie  they  recouered  them 
selues,  & hauing  ye  floud  with  them  struck  into  ye  harbore. 
But  when  it  came  too,  ye  pillott  was  deceiued  in  ye  place,  and 
said  ye  Lord  be  mercilull  vnto  them,  for  his  eys  neuer  saw 
yt  place  before  ; & he,  & the  mr  mate  would  haue  rune  her 
a shore,  in  a cone  full  of  breakeis  before  ye  winde  but  a 
lusty  seaman  which  steered,  bad  those  which  rowed  if  they 
were  men,  about  with  her,  or  ells  they  were  all  cast  away; 
the  which  they  did  with  speed,  so  he  bid  them  be  of  good 
cheere,  & row  lustly  for  ther  was  a faire  sound  before  them, 
& he  doubted  not,  but  they  should  find  one  place  or  other, 
wher  they  might  ride  in  saftie.  And  though  it  was  very 
darke.^  and  rained  sore;  yet  in  ye  end  they  gott  vnder  ye  lee 
of  a smalle  Hand  and  remained  ther  all  yt  7iight  in  saftie. 
But  they  knew  not  this  to  be  an  Hand  till  morning,  but  were 
:deuided  in  their  minds,  some  would  keepe  ye  boate  for  fear 
they  might  be  amongst  ye  Indians  ; others  were  so  weake 
and  could,  they  could  not  endure,  but  got  a shore,  & with 
much  adoe  got  fire  (all  things  being  so  wett)  and  ye  rest  were 
glad  to  come  to  them,  for  after  midnight  ye  wind  shifted  to 
the  north-west,  & it  frose  hard.  But  though  this  had  been 
a day,  & night  of  much  trouble,  & danger  vnto  them  ; yet 
god  gaue  them  a mor?img  of  comforte  & refreshinge  (as 
vsually  he  doth  to  his  children)  for  ye  next  day  was  a faire 
sunshinige  day,  and  they  found  them  sellues  to  be  on  an  Hand 
secure  from  ye  Indeans;  wher  they  might  drie  their  stufe, 
fixe  their  peeces,  & rest  them  selues,  and  gaue  god  thanks 
for  his  mercies,  in  their  manifould  deliuerances.  And  this 
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being  “the  /asf  day  of  ye  weeke,  they  prepared  ther  to  keepe 
ye  Sabath  ; on  mimday  they  sounded  ye  harbor,  and  founde  i t 
fitt  for  shippmg;  _aj}cr  marclyed  in^  ^ found  diuerse 

cornfeilds,  litle  rmiing  .brooks^  a place  (as  they  sup- 
posed) fitt  for  situation,  at  least  it  was  ye  best  they  could' 
fiiKk  and  ye  season.  & tlieir_p resente  necessi-lie  made  them  _ 
glad  to  accepte  of  it.  .i}£jJi£,yLie turned  to . their jshipp  agauae 

jyJlil-lliis irews.-t-o-  y^e_  rest. oL^tiieir  ,peaple,..\vJiich..  .did.  much. 

wmforte  their  harts. 

J3n  ye  .1$.  of  Desemi,:  they  wayttd  anchor  to,  gQe_t,o...ye^.-- 
£ i ifiace  they  had  discouered,  & came  within  .2.  leagues  of  it, 

A but  were  faine,  to  bear  vp  againe,  but  ye  ,16.  day  ye  winde 
came  faire  and  they  arriued^safe  in  this  harbor.  And  after 
wards~Took^better  veiw  of  ye  place,  and  resolued  wher  to— 
pitch  their  dwelling;  and  ye  .25.  began e to  erecte  ye 
first  house,  for  commone  vse  to  receiue  them,  and  their  goods. 


The  .2.  Booke. 

The  rest  of  this  history  (If  god  giue  me  Life,  & opportuni- 
tie)  I shall  (for  breuitis  sake,  handle  by  way  of  anmialls., 
noteing  only  the  heads  of  principall  things,  and  passages 
as  they  fell  in  order  ^time  ; And  may  seeme  to  be  profitable 
to  know,  or  to  make  vse  of.  And  this  may  be  as  ye  .2. 
Booke. 


The  remainder  of  Ano : 1620. 

I shall  a Title  returne  backe,  and  begine  with  a combina- 
tion made  by  them  before  they  came  a shore;  being  ye  first 
foundation  of  their  gouermente  in  this  place.  Occasioned 
partly  by  ye  discontented,  & mutinous  speeches  that  some 
of  the  strangers  amongst  them,  had  let  fall  from  them  in  ye 
ship;  That  when  they  came  a shore  they  would  vse  their 
owne  Libertie  ; for  none  had  power  to  command  them,  the 
palente  they  had  being  for  Virginia,  and  not  for  Newengland, 
which’  belonged  to  an  other  Gouerment  with  which  ye 
Virginia  Company  had  nothing  to  doe.  And  partly  that 
shuch  an  Acte  by  them  done  (this  their  condition  consid- 
ered) might  be  as  firme  as  any  patent ; and  in  some  respects 
more  sure. 

The  forme  was  as  followeth. 
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In  ye  name  of  God  amen.  We  whose  names  are  vnder- 
writen,  the  loyall  subjects  of  our  dread  Soueraigne  Lord 
King  lames  by  ye  grace  of  God,  of  great  Britaine,  Phanc,  & 
Ireland  king,  defender  of  ye  faith,  &c. 

Haueing  vndertaken,  for  ye  glorie  of  God,  and  aduance- 
mente  of  ye  Christian  faith  and  honour  of  our  king  & coun- 
trie,  a voyage  to  plant  ye  first  Colonie  in  ye  Northerne  parts 
of  Virginia.  Doe  by  these  presents  solemnly  & mutualy  in 
ye  presence  of  God,  and  one  of  another,  Couenant,  & Com- 
iDine  our  selues  togeather  into  a ciuill  body  politick  ; for  our 
better  ordering,  & preseruation  & furtherance  of  ye  ends 
aforesaid  ; and  by  Vertue  hearof  to  enacte,  constitute,  and 
frame  such  just  & equall  lawes,  ordinances.  Acts,  constitu- 
tions, & offices,  from  time  to  time,  as  shall  be  thought  most 
meete  & conuenient  for  ye  generall  good  of  ye  Colonie  : 
vnto  which  we  promise  all  due  submission  and  obedience. 
In  witnes  wherof  we  haue  here  vnder  Subscribed  our 
names  at  Cap-Codd  ye  .n.  of  Nouember,  in  ye  year  of  ye 
raigne  of  our  Soueraigne  Lord  King  lames  of  England, 
France,  & Ireland  ye  eighteenth,  and  of  Scotland  ye  fiftie 
fourth.  Ano  : Dorn.  1620. 

After  this  they  chose,  or  rather  confirmed  mr  lohn  Caruer 
(a  man  Godly  & well  approued  amongst  them)  their  Gou- 
ernour  for  that  year.  And  after  they  had  prouided  a place 
for  their  goods,  or  comone  store,  (which  were  long  in  vnlad- 
ing  for  want  of  boats,  foulnes  of  y®  winter  weather,  and 
sicknes  of  diuerce)  and  begune  some  small  cottages  for 
their  habitation;  as  time  would  admitte  they  mette  and 
consulted  of  lawes,  & orders,  both  for  their  ciuill,  & military 
Gouermente,  as  y®  necessitie  of  their  condition  did  re- 
quire, still  adding  thervnto  as  vrgent  occasion  in  seuerall 
times,  and  as  cases  did  require. 

In  these  hard  & difficulte  beginings  they  found  some  dis- 
contents & murmurings  arise  amongst  some,  and  mutinous 
speeches  & carriages  in  other  ; but  they  were  soone  quelled, 
& ouercome,  by  y®  wisdome,  patience,  and  lust  & ejquall 
carrage  of  things,  by  y®  Gour : and  better  part  wch  claue 
faithfully  togeather  in  y®  maine.  But  that  which  was  most 
V sadd,  & lamentable,  was,  that  in  .2.  or  .3.  moneths  time 
halfe  of  their  company  dyed,  espetialy  in  Ian  ; & February, 
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being  ye  depth  of  winter,  and  wanting  houses  & other  com- 
forts; being  Infected  with  ye  Sciiruie  & and  other  dis- 
eases, which  this  long  vioage  & their  Inacomodate  con- 
dition had  brought  vpon  them  ; so  as-  ther  dyed  some  times 
.2.  or  .3.  of  a day,  in  ye  foresaid  time  ; that  of  .100.  & odd 
persons  scarce  .50,  remained  : and  of  these  in  ye  time  of 
most  distres  ther  was  but  .6.  or  .7.  sound  persons  ; who  to 
their  great  comendations,  be  it  spoken,  spared  no  pains, 
night  nor  day,  but  with  abundance  of  toyle  and  hazard  of 
their  owne  health,  fetched  them  wood,  made  them  fires,  drest 
them  meat,  made  their  beads,  washed  ther  lothsome  cloathes, 
cloathed  & vncloathed  them.  In  a word  did  all  36  homly  & 
necessarie  offices  for  them,  wch  dainty  & quesie  stomachs 
cannot  endure  to  hear  named  and  all  this  willingly  & cher- 
full}',  without  any  grudging  In  ye  least,  shewing  herein  their 
true  love  vnto  their  freinds  & bretheren  ; A rare  example 
& worthy  to  be  rememmembred.  tow  of  these  .7.  were 
mr.  William  Brewster  ther  reuerend  Elder,  & Myles 
Standish  ther  Captein  & military  comander,  (vnto  whom 
my  selfe,  & many  others  were  much  beholden  in  our 
low,  & sicke  condition)  and  yet  the  Lord  so  vpheld  these 
persons,  as  in  this  generall  calamity  they  were  not  at  all 
Infected  either  with  sicknes,  or  lamnes.  And  what  I haue 
said  of  these,  I may  say  of  many  others  who  dyed  in  this 
generall  vissitation,  & others  yet  lining;  that  whilst  they 
had  health,  yea  or  any  strength  continuing  they  were  not 
wanting  to  any  that  had  need  of  them  ; And  I doute  not  but 
their  recompence  is  with  ye  Lord. 

But  I may  not  hear  pass  by,  an  other  remarkable  passage 
Not  to  be  forgotten.  As  this  calamitie  fell  among  ye  pas- 
sengers that  were  to  be  left  here  to  plant ; and  were  hasted 
a shore  and  made  to  drinke  water,  that  ye  sea-men  might 
haue  ye  more  bear,  and  which  was  this  author  him  selfe  one 
in  his  sicknes  desiring  but  a small  cann  of  b^ere,  It  was 
answered  that  If  he  were  their  own  father  he  should  haue 
none  ; the  disease  begane  to  fall  amongst  them  also,  so  as 
allmost  halfe  of  their  company  dyed  before  they  went  away, 
and  many  of  their  officers  and  lustyest  men  ; as  ye  boatson, 
gunner,  .3.  quartermaisters  the  cooke  & others.  At  wch  ye 
mr  was  something  strucken  and  sent  to  ye  sick  a shore  and 
tould  ye  Gour  : he  should  send  for  beer  for  them  that  had 
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need  of  it,  though  he  drunke  water  homward  bound  ; But 
now  amongst  his  company  Ther  was  farr  another  kind  of 
carriage  in  this  miserie  then  amongst  ye  passengers,  for  they 
' that  before  had  been  boone  companions  in  drinking,  & 
loyllity  in  ye  time  of  their  health  & wellfare,  begane  now  to 
deserte  one  another  in  this  calamitie,  saing  they  would  not 
hasard  ther  Hues  for  them,  they  should  be  Infected  by  com- 
ing to  help  them  in  their  cabins,  and  so  after  they  came  to 
lye  by  it ; would  doe  litle  or  nothing  for  them,  but  If  they 
dyed  let  them  dye.  But  shuch  of  ye  passengers  as  were  yet 
abord  shewed  theme-what  mercy  they  could  ; wch  made  some 
of  their  harts  relente,  as  ye  boatson  (&  some  others)  who 
was  a prowd  yonge  man,  and  would  often  curse,  & scofe  at 
.ye  passengers  ; but  when  he  grew  weak  they  had  compasion 
on  him  and  helped  him,  then  he  confessed  he  did  not  de- 
serue  It  at  their  hands,  he  had  abused  them  in  word  & 
deed  ; O (saith  he)  you,  I now  see,  shew  your  loue  like 
Christians  Indeed  one  to  another,  but  we  let  one  another 
lye,  & dye  like  doggs.  Another  lay  cursing  his  wife  saing 
If  it  had  not  ben  for  her  he  had  neuer  come  this  vnlucky 
viage,  and  anone  cursing  his  felows  saing  he  had  done  this, 
& that  for  some  of  them,  he  had  spente  so  much,  & so  much, 
amongst  them,  and  they  were  now  weary  of  him,  and  did  not 
help  him  hauing  need,  another  gaue  his  companion  all  he 
had  If  he  died,  to  help  him  in  his  weaknes;  he  went  and 
got  a litle  spise  & made  him  a mess  of  meat  once,  or  twise ; 
and  because  he  dyed  not  so  soone  as  he  expected,  he  went 
amongst  his  fellows,  & swore  ye  rogue  would  cousen  him,  he 
would  see  him  chooked  before  he  made  him  any  more  meate  ; 
and  yet  ye  pore  fellow  dyed  before  morning. 

All  this  while  ye  Indians  came  skulking  about  them,  and 
would  sometimes  show  them  seines  aloofe  of,  but  when  any 
aproached  near  them,  they  would  rune  away;  and  once  they 
stoale  away  their  tools  wher  they  had  been  at  worke  & were 
gone  to  diner.  But  about  ye  .16.  of  77iar civ  2i  certaine  Indian 
came  bouldly  amongst  them,  and  spoke  to  them  in  broken 
English  which  they  could  well  vnderstand,  but  maruelled  at 
it;  at  length  they  vnderstood  by  discourse  with  him,  that 
he  was  not  of  these  parts,  but  belonged  to  ye  Eastrene  parts 
wher  some  English-ships  came  to  fhish,  with  whom  he  was 
acquainted,  & could  name  sundrie  of  them  by  their  names, 
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amongst  whom  he  had  gott  his  language  He  became  proft- 
able  10  them  In  aquainting  them  witli  many  things  concerning 
ye  state  of  ye  cuntry  in  ye  East-parts  wlier  he  lined  which  was 
^ after  wards  profitable  vnto  them  ; as  also  of  ye  people  hear, 
^ of  their  names,  number  & stiength,  of  their  situation  & dis- 
» tance  from  this  place,  and  who  was  cheefe  amongst  them. 
His  name  was  Samasett  ; he  tould  thein  also  of  another 
.Indian  whos  name  was  Squaiifo,  a natiue  of  this  place,  who 
had  been  in  England  & could  speake  better  English  than 
him  selfe.  Being  after  some  time  of  entertainmente,  & gifts 
dismist,  a while  after  he  came.againe,  & .5.  more  with  him, 
& they  brought  againe  all  ye  tooles  that  were  stolen  away 
before,  and  made  way  for  ye  coming  of  their  great  Sachem, 
called  Massasoyt.  Who  about  .4.  or  .5.  days  after  came  with 
the  cheefe  of  his  freinds,  & other  attendance  with  the  afore- 
said Sqaanto.  With  whom  after  frendly  entertainment,  & 
some  gifts  giuen  him,  they  made  a peace  with  him  (which 
hath  now  continued  this  .24.  years. — Bradford’s  Plymouth 
Plantatiofiy  Fac-simile  edition,  pp.,  1-57. 
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So  after  we  had  given  God  thanks  for  our  deliverance,  we 
.’took  our  shallop  and  went  on  our  journey,  and  called  this 
* place  The  First  Encounter.  From  hence  we  intended  to 
have  sailed  to  the  foresaid  Thievish  Harbour.,  if  we  found  no 
convenient  harbour  by  the  way.  Having  the  wind  good,  we 
sailed  all  that  day  along  the  coast  about  fifteen  leagues  ; but 
saw  neither  river  nor  creek  to  put  into.  After  we  had  sailed 
an  hour  or  two,  it  began  to  snow  and  rain,  and  to  be  bad 
weather.  About  the  midst  of  the  afternoon  the  wind  in- 
creased, and  the  seas  began-  to  be  very  rough  ; and  the 
hinges  of  the  rudder  broke,  so  that  we  could  steer  no  longer 
^with  it,  but  two  men,  with  much  ado,  were  fain  to  serve  with 
a couple  of  oars.  The  seas  were  grown  so  great  that  we 
were  much  troubled  and  in  great  danger  ; and  night  grew  on. 
Anon,  Master  Coppin  bade  us  be  of  good  cheer;  he  saw  the 
harbour.  As  we  drew  near,  the  gale  being  stiff,  and  we 
bearing  great  sail  to  get  in,  split  our  mast  in  three  pieces, 
and  were  like  to  have  cast  away  our  shallop.  Yet,  by  God’s 
mercy,  recovering  ourselves,  we  had  the  flood  with  us,  and 
struck  into  the  harbour 
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Now  he  that  thought  that  had  been  the  place,  was  de- 
ceived, it  being  a place  where  not  any  of  us  had  been  before ; 
and  corning  into  the  harbour,  he  that  was  our  pilot  did  bear 
up  northward,  which  if  we  had  continued,  we  had  been  cast 
away.  Yet  still  the  Lord  kept  us,  and  we  bare  up  for  an 
island  before  us  ; and  recovering  of  that  island,  being  com- 
passed about  with  many  rocks,  and  dark  night  growing  upon 
us,  it  pleased  the  Divine  Providence  that  we  fell  upon  a 
place  of  sandy  ground,  where  our  shallop  did  ride  safe  and 
secure  all  that  night ; and  coming  upon  a strange  island, 
kept  our  watch  all  night  in  the  rain  upon  that  island.  And 
in  the  morning  we  marched  about  it,  and  found  no  inhabi- 
tants at  all ; and  here  we  made  our  rendezvous  all  that  day, 
being  Saturday,  loth  of  December.  On  the  Sabbath  day  we 
rested  ; and  on  Monday  we  sounded  the  harbour,  and  found 
it  a very  good  harbour  for  our  shipping.  We  marched  also 
into  the  land,  and  found  divers  cornfields,  and  little  running 
brooks,  a place  very  good  for  situation.  So  we  returned  to 
our  ship  again  with  good  news  to  the  rest  of  our  people, 
which  did  much  comfort  their  hearts. 

Chapter  X. 

Of  their  landing  a7td  settling  at  New  Plymouth . 

On  the  15th  day  we  weighed  anchor  to  go  to  the  place  we 
had  discovered  ; and  coming  within  two  leagues  of  the  land, 
we  could  not  fetch  the  harbour,  but  were  fain  to  put  round 
again  towards  Cape  Cod,  our  course  lying  west,  and  the  wind 
was  at  northwest.  But  it  pleased  God  that  the  next  day,  being 
Saturday  the  i6th  day,  the  wind  came  fair,  and  we  put  to 
sea  again,  and  came  safely  into  a safe  harbour;  and  within 
half  an  hour  the  wind  changed,  so  as  if  we  had  been  letted 
but  a little,  w^e  had  gone  back  to  Cape  Cod. 

This  harbour  is  a bay  greater  than  Cape  Cod,  compassed 
with  a goodly  land  ; and  in  the  bay  two  fine  islands,  unin- 
habited, wherein  are  nothing  but  woods,  oaks,  pines,  walnuts, 
beech,  sassafras,  vines,  and  other  trees  which  we  know  not. 
This  bay  is  a most  hopeful  place  ; innumerable  store  of  fowl, 
and  excellent  good;  and  cannot  but  be  of  fish  in  their  sea- 
sons ; skate,  cod,  turbot,  and  herring,  we  have  tasted  of ; 
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abundance  of  nmsj^les,  the  greatest  and  best  that  ever  we 
saw;  crabs  and  lobsters  in  their  time,  infinite.  It  is  in  fash- 
ion like  a sickle,  or  fish-hook. 

Monday,  the  i8th  day,  we  went  a land,  manned  with  the 
master  of"  the  ship  and  three  or  four  of  the  sailors.  We 
marched  along  the  coast  in  the  woods  some  seven  or  eight 
miles,  but  saw  not  an  Indian  nor  an  Indian  house  ; only  we 
found  where  formerly  had  been  some  inhabitants,  and  where 
they  had  planted  their  corn.  We  found  not  any  navigable 
river,  but  four  or  five  small  running  brooks  of  very  sweet 
fresh  water,  that  all  run  into  the  sea.  The  land  for  the  crust 
of  the  earth  is,  a spit’s  depth,  excellent  black  mould,  and  fat 
in  some  places  ; two  or  three^iU£al..Qaks.».but  not  v^ry.  thick, 
pines,  walnuts,  beech,  ash,  birch,  hazel,  holly,  asp,  sassafras 
in  abundance,  and  vines  every  where,  cherry  trees,  plum 
trees,  and  many  others  which  we  know  not.  Many  kinds  of 
herbs  we  found  here  in  winter,  as  strawberry  leaves  innum- 
erable, sorrel^  .yarrow,  carvel,  brooklime,  liver-wort,,  watej- 
cresses,  great  store  of  leel;^.  and  onions,  and  ap  excellent 
strong  kind  of  flax  and  hemp.  Here  is  sand,  gravel,  and 
excellent  clay,  no  better  in  the  world,  excellent  for  pots,  and 
will  wash  like  soap,  and  great  store  of  stone,  though  some- 
what soft,  and  the  best  water  that  ever  we  drunk ; and  the 
brooks  now  begin  to  be  full  of  fish.  That  night,  many 
being  weary  with  marching,  we  went  aboard  again. 

The  next  morning,  being  Tuesday,  the  19th  of  December, 
we  went  again  to  discover  further  ; some  went  on  land,  and 
some  in  the  shallop.  The  land  we  found  astheiormer  day 
we  did ; and  we  found  a creek,  and  went  up  three  English 
miles,  a very  pleasant  river  at  full  sea.  A bark  of  thirty 
tons  may  go  up  ; but  at  low  water  scarce  our  shallop  could 
pass.  This  place  we  had  a great  liking  to  plant  in,  but 
that  it  was  so  far  from  our  fishing,  our  principal  profit,  and 
so  encompassed  with  woods,  that  we  should  be  in  much  dan- 
ger of  the  salvages ; and  our  number  being  so  little,  and  so 
much  grouid  to  clear ; so  as  we  thought  good  to  quit  and 
[not  ?]  clear  that  place  till  we  were  of  more  strength.  Some 
of  us,  having  a good  mind,  for  safety,  to  plant  in  the  greater 
isle,  we  crossed  the  bay,  which  is  there  five  or  six  miles  over, 
and  found  the  isle  about  a mile  and  a half  or  two  miles, 
about,  all  wooded,  and  no  fresh  water  but  two  or  three  pits. 
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